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3. Improvement of Management and Financing Capacity. Given the importance of higher education for development, the Plan acknowledges the unavoidable responsibility of the state in its financing. The Plan calls for streamlining and reforming the management of institutions at all levels and diversifying their sources of financing, based on research on higher education. Systems and institutions need to be assisted in identitying present challenges and future trends, to allow them to respond swiftly and effectively to occurrances in different fields.
Putting the New Information and Communication Technologies to Work for Higher Education.
Countries of the region need to be encouraged to make the necessary investments in support of an adequate infrastructure in telecommunications and teleinformatics to provide the higher education community with flexible and cheap connections to the global networks. Higher education institutions should be urged to integrate the new technologies in all areas of their work.
IESALC will work with institutions seeking change, to redirect the course of higher education and development.
Reformulating International Cooperation.
The plan calls for a reappraisal of international cooperation. The development of higher education and science and technology should be oriented toward the intellectual, cultural, scientific, technological, humanistic, and social capacities of the region. A new framework of international collaboration will make possible the launching of innovative programs in research, teaching, and social analysis.
IESALC will focus its resources on higher education reform in the region, and on the achievement of the objectives set forth in the plan of action. IESALC will promote interinstitutional collaboration, curricular reform, and the establishment of evaluation and accreditation systems; sponsor a continuous program of research in the field; and provide technical expertise for the construction of reliable higher education information systems in Latin America and the Caribbean. But most importantly, IESALC will work with institutions seeking change, to redirect the course of higher education and development in the region.
Resources for Latin American Higher Education Research
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During the past several years UNESCO's Centro regional para la educación superior en América Latina y el Caribe (CRESALC) has made a significant bibliographical contribution to the available information about higher education in Latin America. (CRESALC has recently been upgraded to an institute.) For the most part, the books below resulted from UNESCO-sponsored symposia that brought together prominent scholars to discuss current trends in higher education and the challenges ahead. The discussions considered issues of common concern to the region as well as the experiences of individual countries and specific institutions. Much of the dialogue at these meetings has been compiled into several new volumes and provides important reference material to guide further research and conversation. Most of the other books listed are aggregations of essays collected from researchers, policymakers, university administrators, and government officials. Several issues recur in these volumes: international cooperation and regional integration, the incorporation of new technology, effective systems of evaluation and accreditation, and the social role of the university. For more information about these publications, contact: Centro regional para la educación superior en América Latina y el Caribe (CRESALC) This book contains a collection of 23 articles on the training and professional development of university professors. Most articles focus on experiences throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, with the exception of one that addresses efforts in Africa.
Universidad y mundo productivo, edited by Gustavo López Ospina. Caracas: UNESCO/CRESALC, 1994. 197 pp. ISBN: 980-6226-88-7. This book contains four case studies that examine the relationship between the university and the business sector in Argentina, Chile, Colombia, and Venezuela, with an overview and introduction by the editor. The editor uses the work of the Brazilian political scientist, Theotonio Dos Santos, as a point of departure for this collection of essays on issues of globalization, dependence, and interdependence collected from authors from five continents. The essays are divided into four sections: "New Paradigms for the Social Sciences," "The Challenges of Globalization," "Dependence and Development," and "Culture and Knowledge in a Virtual World." This is an examination of human rights in context. The author addresses the fundamental and complex themes central to discussions of this issue-the educational challenge posed by the issue of human rights, the challenges posed by the natural environment and population growth, identity and cultural diversity, issues of security, the exploration of a "Culture of Peace," and the role of UNESCO in this culture. Tünnerman leads the reader through a brief history of higher education from its earliest days, then traces the development of higher education in Latin America as a way to establish a context for recent challenges, trends, and reforms. He addresses the complex issues of equity, access, quality, curriculum, and the need for competent, full-time faculty and researchers. He concludes with a vision of a university for the next century that will establish clearer goals for its own institutional development and for the role it will play in the development of a more democratic and (perhaps) more "enlightened" society. This book represents an enormous accomplishment of regional cooperation. Data were compiled from 19 countries in an attempt to update statistics on higher education in Latin America. The author presents a broad array of comparative information about numbers and types of institutions, enrollment patterns, faculty hiring and development, and budgets. Additionally, the book considers a variety of indicators for comparing institutional effectiveness, national policies and legal frameworks, and some new trends and innovations by country. The fifth and final volume from the 1991 UNESCO conference in Caracas focuses on the issues that arise in the process of regional integration: institutional modernization, the quality of teaching, expectations of students, and the role of regional academic centers. Eight of the 12 essays were contributed by researchers and university administrators from Venezuela, with the remaining from Mexico, Bolivia, Uruguay, and Spain.
Los derechos humanos: Evolución
La integración de América del
Nuevos contextos y perspectivas
La educación superior como responsibilidad de todos, Vol 2, edited by José Wainer. UNESCO/ CRESALC, 1996. 41 pp. ISBN: 980-6401-00-X. The book contains several presentations given at the 1995 UNESCOsponsored conference in Montevideo to create a policy document reflecting on change and development in higher education, with an emphasis on public higher education. Contributors are educators and policymakers. In this volume, Mayorga provides some historical context for examining the development of science and technology in Latin America and the role of the Inter-American Development Bank. He also presents a comparative analysis contrasting the experiences of "smaller" and "larger" countries. Finally, Mayorga provides suggestions and strategies for financing further development
Calidad y cooperación internacional en
Revista Educación Superior y Sociedad
This journal is published biannually by CRESALC. Most articles are in Spanish, with the ocasional inclusion of articles in English, less often in Portuguese, and even less frequently in French. It includes articles by scholars (distinguished and well-known as well as new names) on a range of topics related to the development, reform, and modernization of higher education in the region. Recent issues have focused on evaluation and quality, financing, policy for social integration, and new technologies.
The Center for International Higher Education is organizing a major international directory of centers, institutes, and academic programs in the field of higher education worldwide. Our aim is to provide a complete listing, with full addresses and related information, of all institutions and programs involved in research, policy work, and teaching in the field of higher education. This inventory will provide a guide to the field of higher education worldwide, and permit researchers and others to communicate with colleagues in other countries and institutions. Questionnaires have been sent to more than 300 places so far, and we hope to learn of more institutes, programs, and centers. If you are involved with such a program and have not received a questionnaire from us, please let us know. We want to be as complete as possible in our coverage. A book will be published, and information will also be posted on the Internet.
The Center helped the Institute of International Education and the Council for International Exchange of Scholars to organize a 2-day international conference on future directions in higher education in December 1998. A book stemming from that conference is currently being edited and will be published by the Center and the IIE in spring 1999. The Center is also editing a book composed of the papers from the conference on private higher education held at Boston College last May. That book will also be published during 1999, by Greenwood Press. The Center continues its cooperation with the Quality Support Centre of the Open UniNews of the Center for International Higher Education
